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MEDIEVAL AND EARLY
MODERN STUDIES
Interdisciplinary Minor

Medieval and Early Modern studies involve faculty from various
departments at Wake Forest University, among them English, history,
art history, classics, romance languages, German, philosophy, music
and religion. The program integrates practices of thinking across
periods, cultures, territories, and disciplines, even as Medieval Studies at
Wake Forest continues to emphasize the importance of intensive training
in disciplinary knowledge and practice. One of the greatest values of our
program is that it is one of the central places at Wake Forest University
where students experience interdisciplinarity. In fact, this program has
been an inspiration to and model for other developing programs.Among
areas of study in the humanities, medieval and early modern cultures are
perhaps most naturally cross-disciplinary.

What we think of as modern culture and modern institutions were
founded in the Middle Ages. The study of the Middle Ages offers us
the opportunity to examine the formation of western civilization and
literature in the aftermath of the fall of Rome. Early Modern studies
enables us to trace the transformation of late medieval society and
culture into an entirely new epoch, the Renaissance, which was an
extremely innovative period that reconfigured all the disciplines and
set the stage for developments in modern science, politics, economics,
social organization, and the arts.. This program brings medieval and
early modern studies into an ever more complex, inter-dependent, and
internationalized twenty-first century, emphasizing the interrelationship of
culture, ideas, technologies, religions, and movements across periods of
time and geography.

Contact Information
Medieval and Early Modern Studies (http://college.wfu.edu/
medievalstudies/)
Kirby Hall 313
Phone 336-758-4497

Programs
Minor

• Medieval and Early Modern Studies, Minor (https://bulletin.wfu.edu/
undergraduate/departments-programs/medieval-early-modern-
studies/minor-medieval-early-modern-studies/)

Faculty
Director, Professor of English Gale Sigal
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